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GILBERT A. CEDILLO 
COUNCILMEMBER 

FIRST DISTRICT 
 

September 9, 2021 
 
 
Dear Council District 1 Resident:  
 
First and foremost, I want to thank you for your fierce advocacy on behalf of your community by 
voicing your concerns in regards to the pending foreclosure auction sale of the 30-acres of land, 
known as Paradise Hill in Council District 1.  

I am pleased to inform you that with your help and our offices’ swift contact with the company 
holding the auction, Supervisor Solis’s office, the County’s Treasurer and Tax Collector's office 
and all other respective entities involved, it seems as if this sale will not commence and we are 
awaiting to confirm further details to share with you all soon. 

At this time, we have learned that the current owner has filed for bankruptcy, and my office will 
continue to closely monitor bankruptcy proceedings. It is most likely that the auction sale 
scheduled for this morning will be postponed to allow the bankruptcy court to hold a hearing at a 
later date.  
 
Our office shares the vision of preserving Paradise Hill as open space, should there be an 
opportunity to secure site control with resources for acquisition and ongoing preservation. We 
will investigate further and explore strategies.  
 
To keep informed of Paradise Hill or should you have any further questions or concerns related to 
this matter, please feel free to contact our office at (213) 473-7001 or Gilbert.Cedillo@lacity.org. 
Thank you again and wishing you good health and safety during these times. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

 

Gilbert A. Cedillo 
Councilmember, First District 



Outline of the proposed Sal Castro Park.
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Lincoln Heights - Just north of the Lincoln High School
athletic field, about 30 acres dotted with walnut trees remain
undeveloped on Paradise Hill. This open space has all the
makings of a park, say some residents.



A group called Northeast Los Angeles Save Our
Undeveloped Lands has been trying to do just that.  But time
is running out.

The property along Paradise Drive is due to go up for sale at
the end of this week, with the possible sale price estimated
to be around $9 million, according to research by Dylan
Gasperik of NELA SOUL. A bid has apparently been
submitted, Gasperik said.

“Lincoln Heights has some of the worst air quality in Los
Angeles, and also the lowest park access for the density of
population,” said Roy Payan, in a series of talking points that
he has distributed to NELA SOUL organizers. Payan - an
activist who helped conserve the neighboring Flat Top hill -
has been leading the effort, along with Sylvia Cruz, a
municipal Judge and president of the LA32 Neighborhood
Council.

The plan is to name the park after Sal Castro, a former
teacher at Lincoln High School who became involved with
student walkouts at Lincoln High and in East Los Angeles in
1968, over system inequities for Chicano students.

Sign up for The Eastsider's Daily Digest newsletter

The land, officially listed at 2929 Amethyst St., is currently
zoned for light agriculture. The previous owners had said



they were planning to rezone it as dense residential and
construct 250 luxury residential units, and build a wall
around it, Payan said. This could not be confirmed with the
owners.

But before any such plan could be moved forward, the
owners went into default on the property to the tune of $8
million. A foreclosure auction has been postponed several
times, with the latest now scheduled for Friday, Sept. 3,
Gasperik said.

In his latest statement, Payan is urging city and county
officials to remove the property from the auction list and
place it into protective open space status.

"Permitting this property to be acquired by a future
developer will do nothing to attenuate the homeless crisis or
housing shortage in Los Angeles," Payan stated, "because
hillside housing is considered luxury housing that only spurs
gentrification and displacement."



View of paradise hill from Thomas Street. 
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Support community news in 2021

The Eastsider needs
your support!

The Eastsider is committed to
providing news and information
free to all as a community
service. But reporting and
writing neighborhood news
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Lincoln Heights Land Sale Gets Tentative OK: Council Orders Ordinance ...
Baker, Erwin
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Nov 5, 1968; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. B1

PARADISE HILL controversial 
1968 sale of 30 acres City Land 
for $75k . Art Snyder pushed to 
sell to Roland Arnall who wanted
to build 500 homes. They were 
caught swinging a deal w/ Planning
 to upzone it. Turns out arnall paid 
snyder $1k. When caught, snyder 
tried to get city to cancel sale
 and get land back. city said no.
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Snyder Cleared by Council Unit in Sale of Land: Finance Group Reports ...
Baker, Erwin
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Oct 30, 1968; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. B1
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L.A. OKs Land Sale After Zoning Uproar
Baker, Erwin
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Nov 5, 1968; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. F4
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Council Approves Sale of Lincoln Heights Land
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Nov 23, 1968; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. 16
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City Demands That Low Bidder Pay for Lincoln Heights Land: Incomplete Source
Cohen, Jerry
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Mar 12, 1969; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. SF1
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Developer Explains Delinquency in Land Bid Payment
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Mar 13, 1969; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. D1
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Snyder Asks Refund to Developer in Land Deal: Purchaser Now Wants to ...
Baker, Erwin
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Sep 16, 1969; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. SF7
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Bradley Raps Snyder Handling of Lincoln Heights Land Deal: Charges He ...
Baker, Erwin
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Sep 16, 1969; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. C1
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Buying and Selling Municipal Land
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Sep 17, 1969; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. B6
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Council Upholds Controversial Properly Sale: Escrow Complete, <span ...
Baker, Erwin
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Oct 2, 1969; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. B1


