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* GENERAL BOARD & STAKEHOLDER MEETING x
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20 2022 6:00 PM

ZO0OM Zoom meeting online or by telephone. OR PHONE
zoom link: https://us@2web.zoom.us/j/95056219034

or dial 669-900-9128. use zoom id: 950 5621 9034 and press #

IN CONFORMITY WITH THE SEPT 16, 2021 ENACTMENT OF CA ASSEMBLY BILL 361 (RIVAS) AND DUE TO
CONCERNS OVER COVID-19, THE LINCOLN HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE
CONDUCTED ENTIRELY WITH A CALL-IN OPTION OR INTERNET-BASED SERVICE OPTION.

Every person wishing to address the Board must dial (669) 900-9128, enter 950 5621 9034 and press # to join the meeting.
When prompted by the President, to provide public input at the Neighborhood Council meeting the public must dial *9 or
use the Raise Hand option to address the Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an action on an item. Public
comments on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on
other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public
Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its
attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the
subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding
officer of the Board.

AB 361 Updates:Public comment cannot be required to be submitted in advance of the meeting; only real-time public
comment is required. If there are any broadcasting interruptions that prevent the public from observing or hearing the
meeting, it must be recessed or adjourned. If members of the public are unable to provide public comment or be heard due to
issues within the Neighborhood Council’s control, the meeting must be recessed or adjourned.

As a covered entity under Title II of the ADA, the City of LA does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon
request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs/ services/ activities. Sign language
interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure
availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hrs) prior to the meeting by contacting
Secretary Fernanda Sanchez at fernanda.sanchezlhnc@gmail.com

Public Posting of Agendas- Agenda is posted for public review at the Lincoln Heights Public Library, 2530 Workman St,
90031, at lincolnheightsnc.org, or you can receive agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s ENS.

Notice to Paid Representatives- If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require
you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See LAMC 48.01 et seq. More information is available at
ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. Please contact the Ethics Commission at (213)978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org

Public Access of Records- In compliance with GOV § 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of
the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at lincolnheightsnc.org or at the scheduled meeting. For a copy of any
record related to an item on the agenda, contact Secretary Sanchez at fernanda.sanchezlhnc@gmail.com.

Reconsideration and Grievance Process- For information on the NC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder
grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are
available at our Board meetings and our website lincolnheightsnc.org.

Si requiere servicios de traduccidn, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 dias de trabajo (72 hrs) antes del evento. Por favor
contacte Fernanda Sanchez, Secretaria, al fernanda.sanchezlhnec@gmail.com para avisar al Concejo Vecinal.

BUSINESS REPS: NANCY STELLA SOTO, VACANT, VACANT. COMMUNITY BASED ORG REPS: BENNY
MADERA, VACANT, VACANT. YOUTH REP: VACANT. AREA REPS: ANNALEE HARR, SILVIA LARA, MELANIE
BELLOMO SHIFFLETT, DYDIA DELYSER, VACANT, JEROD GUNSBERG, VACANT, VACANT, GIL AREVALO,
RICHARD "GATO" ORTIZ, STEVE LUCERO, VACANT, SELENA ORTEGA, EZMERALDA LANDEROS


mailto:fernanda.Sanchezlhnc@gmail.com
http://www.lincolnheightsNC.org
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
http://ethics.lacity.org/lobbying
mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org
http://lincolnheightsnc.org
mailto:fernanda.sanchezlhnc@gmail.com
http://www.lincolnheightsNC.org
mailto:fernanda.Sanchezlhnc@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95056219034

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Winroln Heights SARA CLENDENING

BEN "WADS" WADSWORTH

-~ -~
Nrighborhood Connril vice PresIDENT
FERNANDA SANCHEZ
LINCOLNHEIGHTSNC.ORG Uf fhp SECRETARY
LHNC.CARRD.CO @ f q]" [
LHNC HOTLINE: (213) 340-4773 pe Aﬂ ENT " 1 T
CERTIFIED COUNCIL dg ol Hlos geles VINCEN T:;:;LERSRON ALvo

2002
THE BEDROOM OF THE PUEBLO

1769- 2022
253 YEARS

** General Board & Stakeholder Meeting Agenda **
Thursday, October 20 2022 6:00 pm
zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/|{/95056219034
or phone: 669-900-9128. use zoom id: 950 5621 9034 and press #
*supporting docs: Here

I. Roll Call
Il. Public Comment on Non-Agenda ltems (2 minutes per person)
lll. Community and Board announcements (2 minutes per person)
IV.Government Reports (2 minutes per person)
V. Funding ltems
A. Funding of up to $300 for printer ink for LHNC outreach and office use

VI. Executive Committee

A. Discussion and possible action on Letter of No Confidence on Councilmembers
Gilbert Cedillo, Kevin de Leon and Nury Martinez

B. Discussion and possible action on Community Impact Statement on Council File
22-1189 Elected Officials / Offensive Misconducts / Immediate Resignation
Demand / Censure. The Lincoln Heights Neighborhood Council is calling for the
censure and immediate resignation of Councilmembers Gilbert Cedillo and
Kevin de Leon.

C. Announcement of LHNC vacancies
1. Youth Representative (2025), Business Representative (2025), Business
Representative (2023), Community Based Organization Representative
(2025), Community Based Organization Representative (2023), Area 3
Representative Resident (2023), Area 4 Representative At- Large (2023),
Area 4 Representative Resident (2023), Area 6 Representative Resident
(2023). *see LHNC Bylaws for stakeholder criteria.

BUSINESS REPS: NANCY STELLA SOTO, VACANT, VACANT. COMMUNITY BASED ORG REPS: BENNY
MADERA, VACANT, VACANT. YOUTH REP: VACANT. AREA REPS: ANNALEE HARR, SILVIA LARA, MELANIE
BELLOMO SHIFFLETT, DYDIA DELYSER, VACANT, JEROD GUNSBERG, VACANT, VACANT, GIL AREVALO,
RICHARD "GATO" ORTIZ, STEVE LUCERO, VACANT, SELENA ORTEGA, EZMERALDA LANDEROS
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** General Board & Stakeholder Meeting Agenda **
Thursday, October 20 2022 6:00 pm
zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/|{/95056219034
or phone: 669-900-9128. use zoom id: 950 5621 9034 and press #
*supporting docs: Here

2. Discussion/ possible action to appoint stakeholders to the following
vacancies:

LHNC Youth Rep Seat, (2025)

LHNC Business Rep Seat, (2025)

LHNC Business Rep Seat, (2023)

LHNC Community Based Organization Rep Seat, (2025)
LHNC Community Based Organization Rep Seat, (2023)
LHNC Area 3 Rep Resident Seat, (2023)

LHNC Area 4 Rep At-Large Seat, (2025)

LHNC Area 4 Rep Resident Seat, (2023)

LHNC Area 6 Rep Resident Seat, (2023)

mSQ@meoo0UTy

VII. Future Items
Vill.Adjournment

The Lincoln Heights Neighborhood Council

General Board Meeting will be held on

Thursday, October 20th 2022

6:00pm via zoom or phone.

zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95056219034
phone: 669-900-9128. use zoom id: 950 5621 9034

BUSINESS REPS: NANCY STELLA SOTO, VACANT, VACANT. COMMUNITY BASED ORG REPS: BENNY
MADERA, VACANT, VACANT. YOUTH REP: VACANT. AREA REPS: ANNALEE HARR, SILVIA LARA, MELANIE
BELLOMO SHIFFLETT, DYDIA DELYSER, VACANT, JEROD GUNSBERG, VACANT, VACANT, GIL AREVALO,
RICHARD "GATO" ORTIZ, STEVE LUCERO, VACANT, SELENA ORTEGA, EZMERALDA LANDEROS
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10/20/22 ITEM 7B. Discussion and possible action on CIS on CF 22-1189 Elected Officials / Offensive
Misconducts / Inmediate Resignation Demand / Censure. The Lincoln Heights Neighborhood Council is
calling for the censure and immediate resignation of Councilmembers Gilbert Cedillo and Kevin de Leon.

RESOLUTION

On October 9, 2022, the Los Angeles Times reported on statements made approximately one
year earlier during a meeting among Councilmembers Nury Martinez, Kevin De Ledn and Gil
Cedillo, along with local labor leader Ron Hererra.

During that meeting, which was secretly recorded, the group participated in extended
discussions that were fraught with blatantly racist and hateful comments. These comments
included racial slurs and cruel mockery directed at members of the African American, LGBTQ,
indigenous and Armenian American communities, as well as derisive comments about “white
members” of the Council. Some of the comments were directed at an African American child
who is the son of a Member of the City Council. The comments made during that meeting were
abhorrent and indefensible.

All elected officials of the City are expected to conform to the highest standards of personal and
professional conduct. At all times, and especially at the very moment when our nation and our
city have suffered so painfully from hatred, racism and toxic divisiveness, every Member of the
City Council must demonstrate a clear commitment to uniting people around our common
values and our common interests in building a better future together. Every Member of the City
Council has an obligation to ensure that our constituents can have confidence that we will serve
each of them with equity, fairness and dignity, and that no resident of our city will be mistreated
or excluded because of their identity.

During that meeting, each of the Members of the City Council who made or otherwise
participated in these statements grossly failed to meet the high standards expected of them as
elected officials of this city. Their actions and inactions were completely contrary to the standard
of conduct that the public is entitled to demand of its elected public servants. They
demonstrated contempt and disrespect toward communities and individuals they were elected
to serve, and they have damaged the public’s faith in how this city is governed.

Community leaders and members of the public have responded with justified outrage,
condemning the words of all four participants in the recorded meeting and calling for the
immediate resignation of the three Councilmembers.

Under the City Charter, the Council's powers to suspend or remove a Member are limited to
specific circumstances defined therein. The power to remove members for offensive misconduct
of this kind is reserved to the voters of their districts. Section 209 of the Charter, however, gives
the Council the power “to adopt, by a two-thirds vote, a resolution of censure with respect to any
member of the Council whose actions constitute a gross failure to meet [the highest standards
of personal and professional conduct], even if the action does not constitute a ground for
removal from office under the Charter.”
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For all of these reasons, the City Council of Los Angeles does hereby RESOLVE that
Councilmembers Nury Martinez, Kevin De Ledn and Gil Cedillo are hereby CENSURED for their
conduct and statements during the referenced meeting of October 2021, and the Council joins
the community in demanding their immediate resignation from the Council.
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New Council District Is Quilt of ‘Leftovers’

By JANET CLAYTON,
Times Staff Writer

“A sort of Frankenstein crea-
tion—it was everybody's spare
arts.”
That is the description of the
newly created 1st Los Angeles City
Council District by one City Hall
aide who watched the council
carve out the district last summer.,

The scorpion-shaped jurisdiction
was born in response to a federal
government lawsuit charging, in
effect, that the council had gerry-
mandered the political boundaries
of council districts in such a way as
to dilute the voting power of
Latinos.

While the 15-member council
struggled to realign those bounda-
ries, one of its members died. The

sudden absence from the council of *

Howard Finn left an open seat and
permitted the council to create its
new, heavily Latino district—and
at the same time preserve a district
for each of the remaining 14 council
members.

Out of those two unrelated
events—the lawsuit and Finn's
death—sprang the district that me-
anders from northeast to central to
South-Central Los Angeles. In ac-
cordance with the lawsuit’s con-
cerns, the district has a 69% Latino
population.

Now the district is up for grabs in
a special election Feb. 3 among four
candidates—two Latinos and two
Asians. They are, respectively, As-
semblywoman Gloria Molina (D-
Los Angeles), school board mem-
ber Larry Gonzalez, businessman
Paul D.Y. Moore and former anti-
gang organizer Leland Wong. Most
recent figures show Molina with a
more than 3 to 1 edge in fund
raising over nearest challenger
Gonzalez.

As the candidates travel from the
hillsides of Mt. Washington to the
largely depressed.Pico Union area,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

Gloria Molina
Eastside
assemblywoman

Larry Gonzatez
Member, Los Angeles
board of education

Paul D.Y. Moore
Businessman,
former mayoral aide

Leland Wong
Community planner, former
anti-gang organizer

they find that the council gave
them a Rubik’s Cube of a district
that is a microcosm of Los Angeles’
political challenges as the city
enters the 21st Century: a district
that is heavily Latino but whose
voters are 60% non-Latino; a dis-
trict that attracts thousands of
Central American immigrants; a
district full of distinctive neighbor-
hoods close to major downtown
development and which fear being
swallowed up by it.

“We're the leftover areas no-
body wanted,” said Sue Nelson,
president of the Elysian Heights
Residents Assn. *But the one thing
we have in common is we're all in
that corridor of urban expansion.
We have not gotten much political
attention on this side of town. The
freeways have served as dividers
and there's a lack of common
knowledge in the district about
each other. One thing we do know:
‘We are people, many of whom have
lived here for 40 years in one house,
who hung in there when everyone
moved to the suburbs. That takes a
special breed of cat.”

Many neighborhoods of the 1st
District—Highland Park, Echo
Park, Lincoln Heights, Temple-
Beaudry, Pico Union—served as
the first suburbs of a burgeoning

turn-of-the-century Los Angeles.
They were bedroom communities
that sprang up for those drawn
here as a result of various mining,
oil, railroad, agricultural and real
estate booms.

As their fates were linked to the
prosperity of downtown, so were
they linked to the general decline
suffered by the central city in the
1960s and its business redevelop-
ment, begun in the 1970s. Today
each community in the district is
struggling in its own way to combat
the effects of decline and redevel-
opment. Those in the blighted
areas reach out in hope of moving
the redevelopment their way; those
in the more affluent areas fight to
keep office and condominium de-
velopments out.

The northernmost section of the
district, Highland Park, has ‘been
plagued by a series of shootings
this year, a result of rival gangs
trying to establish and hold onto
turf. While some residents can
trace gang activity back about 40
years, the recent frequency of
night shootings has unnerved

many.

“Ilove Highland Park, but some-
times I'm afraid for it,” said long-
time resident Diane Alexander,
president of Residents and Others

for Highland Park. “It isn't just
gangs. We want to see neighbor-
hood preservation. But the way
this area has been cut up and
mis-zoned just funnels too much of
the wrong type of development
here—gas stations next to apart-
ments next to old Craftsman
homes.”

However, she said, she is “excit-
ed” about a major segment of
Highland Park being included in
the district “because at least we're
with some other communities who
are like us, fighting development.”

Southward in Montecito Heights,
more affluent residents enjoy a
pancramic view of downtown Los
Angeles. On a clear day, residents
boast, you can see Santa Catalina
Island. They enjoy the view—and

.50 do many others who come there

to park.

The “flattop” of Montecito
Heights, via a dirt hill, has become
“a lovers' lane for some of the
kids,” said Garnett Ruiz, president
of the Montecito Heights Improve-
ment Assn, “It has become a traffic
problem, as well as litter with
whiskey bottles and the like.”
Crime is a major concernin the area
that fights a steady battle with
graffiti, Ruiz said.

Across the Pasadena Freeway,

Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

one of four freeways that cut across
the new 1st District, is Mt. Wash-
ington. It is, as one candidate and
others have described it, the
“Bel-Air” of the area,

Mt. Washington, with its lush
canyons and narrow and some-
times unpaved roads, is a semi-ru-
ral environment that has attracted
many professionals, including
writers and artists, who value the
seclusion that still is just 10 minutes
from downtown.

There the concerns are less
about crime and more about mak-
ing sure that residents hold onto
the life style they enjoy.

“We are seen as easy pickings for
people who want to put up condos,
apartments, without any regard for
how they affect the sense of the
place,” said Louise Padden, vice
president of the Mt. Washington
Assn.

The neighborhood, like several
other areas in the district, was
“gplit right down the middle” by
the council when it drew new
political boundaries, Padden said.
The result is fragmentation, a po-
litical boundary line down the
middle of Padden's block that plac-
es her in the 1st District and her
neighbor in the 14th District, rep-
resented by Councilman Richard
Alatorre, the architect of the redis-
tricting plan,

Next door are Glassell and Cy-
press parks, two working-class
areas near the Los Angeles River
that are heavily Latino, with a
growing Asian population, The ar-
eas are stable, with 47% of the
residents homeowners, according
to Census data. More expensive
hillside homes are on the other side
of Mt. Washington; the flatlands
are poorer.

West of the Los Angeles River is
the center of the district, Dodger
Stadium. Neighborhood purists

Please see DISTRICT, Page 3
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consider nearby Elysian Heights,
Elysian Valley and Angelino
Heights separate areas, while oth-
ers simply consider the area sur-
rounding Dodger Stadium as Echo
Park. ’

Echo Park was once pejoratively
referred to as “Red Hill” because of
the radical sympathizers the area
attracted during the 1930s through
the 1950s. Today, it is a bohemian
mix—Latinos, Asians, elderly and
gay, some of whom still shout a
battle cry of “power to the people”
during community meetings.

At a recent forum of about 200
residents, a small-town feeling
pervaded. Questions were specific
and indicated an informed popu-
lace: What about the library on
East Edgeware Road? What about
the proposal to extend the Glendale
Freeway south? Where did the
candidates stand on whether an
aluminum roof should cover Ely-
sian Reservoir?

In Chinatown to the south, com-
munity leaders held a meeting last
month for the four candidates.
Asians represent 14% of the popu-
lation and about 15% of all district
residents who are registered to
vote, according to Caltech political
science Prof. Bruce Cain and the
main consultant in helping the
council draw district lines. About
45% of the registered voters are
Anglo and a small percentage are
black,

Research for graphic material
accompanying this article was
done by Ted Liebman of The
Times Marketing Research De-
partment, Caltech professor of
political science Bruce Cain and
Cecilia Rasmussen, Times city-
c%unty bureau administrative
aide.

So Latinos, who have 69% of the
population, have at most only 40%
of the vote. It means, according to
the two Asian candidates, that a
Latino victory is not assured, al-
though the two leading candidates
are Latino. All told, only 36,000 of
the 200,000 residents in the district
are registered, according to the city
clerk’s office.

Asian-American leaders said
they believe their vote could make
a big difference in the outcome of
the Feb. 3 special election because
Asians are registered proportion-
ately higher than their population.
And special elections traditionally
make for a low turnout at the polls.

At the Chinatown meeting, con-
cerns about snarled traffic, lack of
parking and the need for a police
substation dominated the discus-
sion.

“The Chinatown community will .

not vote along ethnic lines, we will
vote for the best candidate,” said
Lilly Lee,- a businesswoman and
community leader. “But Chinatown
has . . . given a lot of money and
waited and waited. Now we will
keep track, watch voting records,
see the performance and vote ac-
cordingly.”

The growing Asian influence is
beginning to show north of China-
town, in Lincoln Heights. Although
still an overwhelmingly Latino ar-
ea, many new merchants on North
Broadway are Vietnam Chinese—
Vietnamese of Chinese origin, With
Chinatown already developed be-
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yond capacity, the new merchants
are moving into a thriving business
district in Lincoln Heights, Some
already have begun to put “North
Chinatown' on their business
cards, said Steve Kasten, president
of the Lincoln Heights Chamber of
Commerce.

Among some longtime Lincoln
Heights Latino residents, “there
are some cultural clashes, there are
some people who have problems
with the increase of Asian-owned
businesses,” said Oscar Jauregui, a
Community Redevelopment Agen-
cy official who has worked in the
area for several years. Some resi-
dents go further, suggesting that
there is a strong Latino resentment
of Asians there. Kasten said there
“may be a_bit of jealousy” but
added that “certainly no serious”
conflicts have occurred.

The pressing issues, Kasten said,
are those cited by residents at
another recent area meeting. One
by one, residents came forward to
ask the candidates about the basics:
how to combat drug sales, what to
do about abandoned cars, how to
get quicker responses from the
police.

Those problems, plus some oth-
ers, are evident in the Temple-
Beaudry area, just west of down- .
town, The area is full of vacant lots
waiting for development that has '
not come, and of once grand homes
fallen into disrepair, most owned
by absentee landlords. Residents:
several years ago fought redevel-
opment.

Temple-Beaudry includes a con-
centration of Filipinos, many of
whom come to the area when new
to Los Angeles, said Luisito L..

.Lopez, chairman of the Filipino

American Community of Los An-
geles. The Filipino community in
Temple-Beaudry is not particular-
ly well-organized because “many
are just working to save money so
they can move on to another area,”
he said.

The problems of blight are com-
pounded south of Temple-Beaudry,
in the Pico Union area. There the
deteriorating streets and housing
found in old areas of the city are
but one layer of the problems
facing the growing Central Ameri-

can immigrant’ community living
near MacArthur Park.

An estimated 400,000 Salvador-
ans, 100,000 Guatemalans and
60,000 Nicaraguans live in the city,
and a total of about 300,000 in the
Pico Union area alone, said Robert
Alfaro, executive director of El
Rescate, a legal and social services
agency in the area. Since the
mid-1970s, wars in Central Ameri-
can have driven them out of their
homelands and into Los Angeles,
where chances for a job are better
than other California cities.

One-bedroom apartments with
14 people living in them is not
extraordinary, he said. But of such
a group that size, only one or two
are usually regularly employed, he
added, leaving the illegal drug

trade as a major means to make’

money. Public selling of marijuana
is so prevalent that one council
candidate, while driving through
the area in the afternoon, got
approached while pausing at a
traffic light,

But there also are stabilizing
influences in Pico Union, like the
Vista Montoya condominium de-
velopment built three years ago. It

was the first government-subsi-
dized condo project in the city for
moderate-income people, The de-
velopment, which has no vacan-
cies, will not return Pico Union to
its turn-of-the-century heyday as
a bedroom community chock full of
pristine Victorian homes, But, said
Ellen Ong of the CRA, “it's a good
start down a long road.”
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JOIN A COMMITTEE!

Any community member can join a committee on the Lincoln Heights Neighborhood
Council and have voting power. Each committee can have up to 7 board members and 5
community members. If you are interested in joining a committee, please contact the
chairs of that committee here. The LHNC committees meet once a month via zoom.

Outreach & Events Committee

Planning & Land Use Committee

Environmental Justice Committee

Programs & Services Committee

Elections Committee

Budget Committee

Holiday Committee

Government Liaison Committee

Rules & Bylaws Committee

Tenants Rights Committee

Chair: Vincent "Chente" Montalvo
Vice Chair: Nancy Soto

Chair: Sara Clendening
Vice Chair: Benny Madera

Chair: Vincent "Chente" Montalvo
Vice Chair: Diego Zapata

Chair: Jerod Gunsberg
Vice Chair: vacant

Chair: Selena Ortega
Vice Chair: vacant

Chair: Vincent "Chente" Montalvo
Vice Chair: vacant

Chair: Annalee Harr
Vice Chair: Richard Ortiz

Chair: Selena Ortega
Vice Chair: vacant

Chair: Ben Wadsworth
Vice Chair: vacant

Chair: Fernanda Sanchez

BUSINESS REPS: NANCY STELLA SOTO, VACANT, VACANT. CBO's: BENNY MADERA, VACANT, VACANT.

YOUTH REP: VACANT. AREA REPS: ANNALEE J. HARR, SILVIA LARA, MELANIE BELLOMO SHIFFLETT,

DYDIA DELYSER, VACANT, JEROD GUNSBERG, DIEGO JULIAN ZAPATA, VACANT, RICHARD "GATO" ORTIZ,
GIL AREVALO, STEVE LUCERO, VACANT, SELENA ORTEGA, EZMERALDA LANDEROS
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